
Matthew 9:8b 

They praised God, who had given such authority unto men.  (NIV) 

 

Although this verse is sometimes used to “prove” that Christ is God, the verse actually 

militates against the idea.  Scripture states very clearly that Jesus was a man.  The only 

“man” with authority in the entire context is Jesus.  When the crowd saw Jesus 

performing miracles, they praised God for giving such power to the man, Jesus.  We do 

the exact same thing today.  For example, Christians praise God for giving such a 

powerful outreach ministry to Billy Graham. We trust that no one would think we 

Christians are saying that Dr. Graham is God just because we believe God has given him 

power.   

 

Snedeker, p. 306 
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